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condolence. " This puts in my mind," His High-
ness wrote, " the curious belief that persistently
prevails with the people here, and which I came
to learn so long ago in the time of our mutual
friend, Colonel Manners Smith, when the question
of giving permission for the project of climbing
the King of Heights through Nepal was brought
by you and discussed in a council of Bharadars.
It is to the effect that the height is the abode of
the god and goddess Shiva and Parvati, and any
invasion of the privacy of it would be a sacrilege
fraught with disastrous consequences to the Hindu
country and its people. And this belief or super-
stition, as one may choose to call it, is so firm and
strong that people attribute the present tragic
occurrence to the divine wrath which on no account
would they draw on their heads by any action."
Thus was the calamity viewed by the Tibetans
on the north and the Nepalese on the south of
Everest. Bruce says of the Tibetans that they
are a curious mixture of superstition and nice
feelings. And the same he would evidently say
of the Nepalese.
He further says that the Nepalese tribes who
live high up in the mountains, and also the
Sherpa Bhutias, have a belief that when a man
slips and is killed this is a sacrifice to God, and
especially to the god of the actual mountain.
They further believe that anyone who happens to
be on the same mountain at the same place, at the
same date and hour, will also slip and be killed.